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of the Church of Borne. We see here that two 
eminent Koman Catholic prelates are at open va- 
riance with regard to the truth or falsehood of 
a recent miracle ; and the Cardinal goes so far 
as to assert pretty plainly, that the Bishop was 
issuing " false indulgences," and that " his grand 
ohject was to procure dishonest gains, by traf- 
ficking in objects of superstition." When we learn, 
on such unquestionable evidence, that these ques- 
tionable things are done in the diocess of Grenoble, 
we are tempted to ask, is Ireland altogether free 
from the evils which Cardinal de Bonald so 
Tividly describes ? Is there among us any " traf- 
ficking in objects of superstition," whether by 
priests or bishops, " for the sake of procuring dis- 
honest gains ?" We sometimes hear that indul- 
gences are issued in various dioceses in Ireland ; 
and it is a serious subject of inquiry, are they, too, 
false, like those of the Bishop of Grenoble ? 
These questions, we fear, will excite uneasy 
doubts in the minds of many of our readers ; but 
■we entreat of them again to remember, that tee 
have not advanced these charges — they rest upon 
the grave and unimpeachable authority of Car- 
sinAL DE Bonald. 

To return, however, to the miraculous vision 
of the Virgin : — When we behold two Christian 
bishops flatly contradicting each other with re- 
gard to this event of such recent occurrence — the 
one asserting, the other denying, its truth — is it 
not a melancholy sight, and one calculated to 
afford a temporary, though disastrous, triumph to 
scoffers and unbelievers, and other enemies of 
our holy faith ? Let us suppose that two of the 
early preachers of the Gospel, St. Peter and St. 
Paul, for example, differed in the same way about 
the truth of one of our Lord's miracles, what 
would the Jews and the heathen have said ? 
"But," perhaps one of our Soman Catholic 
readers may reply, " St. Peter and St. Paul were 
inspired, and, therefore, there was no fear of their 
disagreement." Well 1 (it may be rejoined) what 
then ? Does not the Pope claim to be infallible, 
and why does he not decide' the point at issue ? 
St. Peter, when he was alive, took special pains 
to assure his hearers that the miracles which he 
preached to them were not " cunningly devised 
ikbles" (Douay Bible, 2 Pet. i. 16); and he fore- 
Warns them that, in later times, " lying teachers 
should arise, who, through covetousness, should 
make merchandize of them with feigned words." 
— Ch. ii. 1, 3. When the Cardinal de Bonald 
testifies that these very evils now exist in the 
Church of Rome, why does not Pius IX., who 
claims to be the successor of St. Peter, lift up his 
Toice and cry aloud, and tell the people of Gre- 
noble, and the Christian world, whether the vi- 
sion of the Virgin to the peasant children at La 
Salette is a miracle or a fabrication? But, alas! 
for all useful purposes, the chair of St. Peter has 
long been hopelessly silent. 



THE TOUCHSTONE. 

(Concluded from pafe 33.) 

Objection 48 — Protestants condemn the honour 
and Teneration of angels. 

Their Bible assures them, that God has giyen his 
angels a cliarge over us ; and, consequently, expects, 
that we should honour them as his ministers and our 
Svardians, (P«. xei. 11. 12.) He shall give his angels 
charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy wags ; they shall 
hear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy fool against 
astone—(St. Matt. XTiii. 10.);7o*e heed thai you despise 
not one of these Utile ones : for I say unto you, that 
in heaven their angels do alalays behold the face of my 
Father thai is in heaven. (Exod. xxiii. 20, 21.)— Behold 
J send an angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and 
to bring thee into the place which I have prepared : Be- 
ware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not, for my 
name is in him. Hence we read in their Bible, (Jos/iaa 
V. 14, 15) that Joshua paid veneration to an angel, by 
Jailing on his face to the earth, &c. 

Eeplt — JProtestants do not say that God may not 
employ his angels to protect and save men ; but as for 

worshipping them, we find it expressly forbidden 

Kev. xxii. 8, 9. 

Objectiok 49. — Protestants deny, that it is lawful 
to make supplication to an angel. 



Their Bible assures them that Jacob did it {Bosea 
xii. 4).— He had power over the angel, and prevailed ; he 
wept, and made supplication to him. 

Objection SO.— Protestants condemn the invocation 
of angels as idolatrous and superstitious. 

Their Bible recommends it by the example of God's 
servants, both in the Old and New Testament. Gen. 
xlviii. 15, 16. God, before whom my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life 
long until this day, the angel which redeemed me from all 
evil, bless the lads. And Bev. i. 4, Grace be unto you, 
and peace from him, which is, and which was, aud which 
is to come, and from the seven spirits which arebefore his 
throne. 

Bkflt 49, 50 The word angel signifies a messenger. 

And hence, any person or thing employed by the Lord 
to convey any message of bis to man, is called in Scrip- 
ture " the angel of the Lord." Sometimes the Lord mani- 
fested hhnself in a human form ; sometimes in a fiame 
of fire ; as he did to Moses in the wilderness. And the 
voice which came there to Moses said, " I am the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac," &c., yet this is expressly 
called by Stephen " the angel." 

Acts viii. 30, 38 And whenever we read, as we do 

in the Old Testament, of worship offered to an angel, it 
was always understood to be the Lord Himself. But as 
for those angels who are created persons, we have seen 
that the worship of them is expressly forbidden. 

Objection 51.— Protestants deny, that the saints 
departed have received any power from God over us 
which may entitle us to have recourse to their prayers 
and assistance. 

Their Bible teaches, that they have received this 
power. Bevel, ii. 26, 27. He that overcometh and keep- 
eth my word unto the end (as all the saints have done) 
to him will I give power over the nations, and he shall 
rule them, even as J received of my Father. 

Heplt.. — Protestants would not scruple to ask one 
of the Apostles to pray for them, if present before them ; 
as Simon the sorcerer did to Peter, and was not cen- 
sured for it. But to suppose that saints can, after death, 
hear the addresses of millions of votaries in all parts of 
world, is to attribute to them the power of the all-present 
God. And if it had been the practice of the primitive 
Church to invoke departed saints, we should surely have 
found mention of invocations o{ the Apostle James, the 
brother of John, after his being slain by King Herod 
CActs xii. 1, 2.) and of invocations of the Virgin, &c. 

Objection 52 Protestants are not willing to own, 

that the angels and saints make intercession for us, or 
offer up our prayers to God. 

Their Bible declares that they do. Zeeh. i. 12. 
The angel of the Lord answered and said, O Lord of 
Hosts: how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem, 
and on the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had 
indignation these threescore and ten years f Her. v. 8, 
The four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, 
having every one of them harps and golden vials full of 
odours, which are the prayers of the saints. And Bevel, 
viii. 4. The smoke of the incense with the prayers of 
the, saints ascended up before God, out of the angel's 
hand. 

Objection 53. — Protestants are not willing to own, 
that the departed saints may receive us into everlasting 
habitations. 

Their Bible expressly affirms it, St. Luke. xvl. 9. 
Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteous- 
ness, that when ye fail, they may receive you into everlast- 
ing habitations. 

Reply 52, 53 Protestmts do not undertake to 

deny that angels and departed saints may make prayers 
for us ; but for us to invoke them, implies that they can 
liear and know all that we say ; which is in fact to make 
them gods. And they may welcome us into the " man- 
sions"' of bliss to which not they but Jesus Christ has 
" gone to prepare a place for us." But as He alone is 
the giver of everlasting life, and as He alone is the one 
" by whom we have access unto the Father," to whom 
" no man cometh," says He, " but through me," and it 
is He who we are assured can hear us, we "come boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we may find help in time 
of need." 

Objection 54 Protestants deny, that the angels 

and saints know what passes amongst us ; though they 
are ready enough to own that the devils know our 
works, and hear the petitions of their impious in- 
vokers. 

Their Bible declares (S<. luke xv. 10) that there is 
joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth ; which could not be, if they did not 
know what passes amongst us : and how can any one 
imagine that they who see God face to face, and know 
even as they are known (1 Cor. xiii. 12) that they, I say, 
who enjoy the Light of Glory, can be more ignorant of 
what passes amongst us than the devils, who have no 
more than the light of nature f 

Repi-v For aught we can tell, everything that 

passes on earth may be known to some angel or other,who 
may be invisibly present, looking on at the occurrence. 
But we have no example in Scripture of any one pay- 
ing adoration to an angel (except when it was a mani- 
festation of the Lord himself) without being imme- 
diately rebuked and forbidden. As to saints, there is no 



reason for believing that they can be present here as 
well as in heaven. 

Objection 55 Protestants generally are not 

willing to acknowledge that there is any particular 
respect due to the blessed Virgin Mary ; or that she is 
any more than any other woman. f^-^A 

Their Bible plainly signifies that there is : in which 
she is declared by the angel Gabriel, and by Elizabeth, 
inspired by the Holy Ghost, blessed among women {St. 
Luke i. 28 and 42) and that all generations shall call her 
blessed, ver. 48 And whence is this to me, says the 
same St. Elizabeth (ver. 43) that the mother of my Lord 
shall come to me f 

Keplt — Protestants acknowledge that the Virgin 
Mary was " blessed among women ;" but they hold that 
God only is to be worshipped and prayed to. And they 
find no mention of adoration paid to her in the TSew 
Testament. 

Objection 56 Protestants believe that it is a dis- 
honour to God, and reflecting upon his mercy, to have 
recourse to the prayers of his saints. 

Their Bible demonstrates, that God is pleased that 
we should have recourse to their prayers, and will 
more readily hear them, than if we were only to pray 
for ourselves. Go to my servant Job, says God Almighty 
{Job xlii. 8) to'Eliphaz and his friends ; and my servant 
Job shall pray for you, for him will I accept : lest I deal 
with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of 
me the thing that is right, ifc. 

Reply. — If God had told any persons, instead of 
going to Job, and asking his prayers, while he was alive, 
to address him when he was, perhaps, a thousand mllei 
off, or after he was dead, this would give some coun- 
tenance to the practice of calling on departed saints. 
And we should thence have inferred that Job must have 
been a Divine being; but, as it is, the passage is nothing 
to the purpose. A Protestant would not scruple to atk 
a friend, whom he believed to be a sincere and pious 
Christian, to pray for him ; though, after all, none but 
the all-seeing God can be sure of any one's piety and 
sincerity, unless he has, as Job's friends had in this 
case, God's own assurance of it. 

Objection 57 Protestants deny, that God is please|d 

to work miracles by the bones or other relics of his 
saints. 

The contrary appears from their Bible, where we 
read, (2Xinysxiii. 21), ofa dead man raised to life by the 
bones of the prophet Elisha ; and (.<4<r<s xix. 12), that^om 
the body of Paul were brought unto the sick handkerchief* 
or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and tM 
evil spirits went out of them. 

Reply — Protestants never deny that God has, on 
many occasions, wrought miracles in various waysj 
but they refuse to believe any accounts of miracles mat 
are not well attested. 

Objection 58 Many Protestants deny, that it if 

lawful to have images in churches. 

Their Bible expressly declares, that God commanded 
Moses to make two cherubims, or images of angels, and 
to place them at the two ends of the mercy-seat, over 
the ark of the covenant, in the very sanctuary itself, or 
the holy of holies— (£zod. xxv. 18, 19, 20, 21.) And 
there, says he, (ver. 22), will I meet with thee, and I will 
commune with thee from above the mercy-seat,from between 
the two cherubims, which are upon the ark of the testimony, 
of all things which Twill give thee in commandment unto the 
children of Israel. 

Reply. — Protestants do not object to images or pic- 
tures, in churches or elsewhere, provided they can be 
sure that no kind of adoration is paid to them, whether 
called Latria, Dulia, or Hyperdulia. The distinctions 
between these they hold to be not only unwarranted, 
but also such as the generality of the unlearned among 
the Roman Catholics themselves do not understand. 
Who will maintain that they do ? And yet Roman Ca- 
tholic divines hold that understanding, and attending to 
these distinctions, is eesential for the avoiding of idolatry. 
Hence, when Protestants perceive any danger of any 
kind of adoration being paid to any image, they think it 
right to deal with it as Hezekiah did with the brazen 
serpent which Moses himself had made by divine com- 
mand. He does not appear to have inquired whether 
they burned incense before it with Latria or Dulia, or 
Hyperdulia ; but he at once brake it in pieces. A» for 
the cherubim there was no such danger from them, be- 
cause they were kept in the holy of holies, to which none 
of the people had access. 

Objection 59 Protestants deny the supremacy of 

St. Peler ; that is, they deny that he was made by 
Christ the rock or foundation ; or the chief Governor, 
and chief Pastor of his church. 

Their Bible affirms it, {Matt, xvi.18, 19), Thou art 
Peter [that is, thou art a rock'] and upon this rock will t 
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; and whatsoever thou shall bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven ; and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Where our 
Lord, under the metaphor of the keys, declares his mak- 
ing Peter the chief governor of his church ; as when 
the keys of a city are delivered to a man, he is made 
ruler or governor of the city. And that St. Peter wai 
made chief pastor or shepherd of the whole flock of 
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Cbxiat, u erideot &am St. John xxi. 15, tc., where oar 
XjOti, after having asked him, X>o*t ikou Ime me more 
U>a» tiese t tbrice committed to his care all Ms lambt 
sad. aU his sheep — that is, his whole church. 
BiiFi,T — The charge giTen to Peter was afterwards 

S'ren to all the rest of the Apostles also — Matt, xviii. 18. 
tt supposing (which there is no reason to doubt) that 
iMM)atttie chief of them, answering to the chairman, 
president, speaker, &c., of any college or assembly, it 
U plain that he did not rule them as Sovereign, dictating 
to them their faith and conduct. We find Peter (Acts 
Till. 14) not sending them, but sent iy them, along with 
John, to Samaria. And we And St. Paul openly with- 
standing him when he was to be blamed. By preaching 
to the Jews on the day of Pentecost, and afterwards to 
Cornelius, Peter did lay the foundation of the Christian 
Church among Jews and Gentiles. But if he, or any 
supposed successor of his, had had authority to decide 
infallibly all doubts and disputes among Christians 
throughout the world, St Paul, when taking leave of 
the elders at Miletus, and foretelling their dangers 
(Acts XX., 28) would certainly not have omitted to 
refer them to Peter, or the Pope, or the Church of 
Borne. 

Objection 60. — Protestants will have it that the 
Pope or Bishop of Home is Antichrist. 

The contrary is evident bom their Bible (2 These, ii. 
4) where it is said of Antichrist, the man of sin, that he 
opposeth and exalleth himself above all that is called God, 
or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the 
temple of God, showing himself that he is God. No pope 
ever did this. Item 1 John ii. 22, where it is said that 
Antichrist denieth that Jesus is the Christ, which the 
Pope confesseth and maintaineth, and therefore cannot 
be Antichrist. 

, Many more articles might be alleged, in which the 
doctrine or practice of Protestants is condemned by their 
own Bible; but these sixty points are more than suffix 
cient to convince all sincere lovers and seekers of truth, 
that the Word of God is on the Catholic side. 

Beplt — If any man presumes, without being able to 
show any warrant for it in Scripture, to call himself 
Christ's Vicar and Vicegerent upon earth, and pretends 
to have the power of delivering souls from suffering in 
the other world (by the indulgences wliich he either 
gives or sells), this does look something like exalting 
himself into the temple of God. 

Many passages, besides, might be cited from Scripture, 
to show that the Cliurch of Borne lias greatly departed 
from God's Written Word. But we have thought it 
best at present to confine ourselves to those which the 
Roman Catholics have themselves made choice of in this 
tract. And they invite all sincere lovers and seekers of 
truth to judge for themselves on which side the Word 
of God is ; in which invitation we heartily concur. 



Cort£«jionaeuce, 
THE USE OF BELLS IN IRELAND. 

TO IHE EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC LATMAM. 

Sir — As probably some of your readers may be igno- 
rant of the importance of bells, in the eyes of no incon- 
siderable portion of the Roman Catholic population of 
Ireland, and others may feel a curiosity, at least, to 
know what pretence there is for baptizing them, as, it 
appears, is still the practice in some places, 1 beg to call 
your attention to the fact, which probably you are 
already aware of, that bells have always been deemed 
objects of peculiar, and even superstitious reverence by 
the Irish, and are so to this day, at least in some 
places. 

If Father Colgan be to be credited, which no doubt he 
is, at least to the extent that the wonders he relates 
were extensively believed in his day, many notable 
miracles were, in old times, worked by bells, and bells 
were oftentimes consecrated by the Pope and sent to 
saints for men to swear by. 

Colgan, in his " Acta Sanctorum," a volume now 
becoming very scarce and costly, tells us, that the Irish 
bad a great reverence for bells up to his day; and 
that their most solemn oaths were by them. St. Gildas's 
bell was consecrated by the Pope, and sent to St. Cadoc 
for men to swear by. Various miracles were wrought 
by St. Iltutus's bell, and a King of Dublin was cured by 
applying St. David's bell to his cheek; to say nothing 
of the bell of St. Furseus, that was miraculously sent by 
him, in token of fraternity, to St. Cuanua, from Peronne, 
in France, and was seen by him and his disciples, when 
they were together in the fields, hovering over them like a 
bird, which, says the good Father, comforted them very 
mvch ;' nor of that of St. Fechinus, by which he 
brought Tyrechanus from Rome to Cashel, more than 
1500 miles.f But I cannot pass over a still more 
remarkable instance of the importance in which bells 
were held by Irish saints, related at large by Colgan 
in his Life of St. Moedoc. 

St. Moedoc was one day troubled that he had not 
asked St. David (whose bell cured the King of Dublin, 
before mentioned) who was to be his confessor in Ire- 

* Colgan'5 Acta Sanctorum veteris et Maoris ScoiIjb 'sen Hiberoise 
p. Sil. 
t Idem, p. 133. 



Ugdd. Upon this weighty business, away he waUu ov«r 
tbe aea, towards Wales ; an angel met him upon the 
sea, and chid him for his boldness, whereupon the niiit 
plainly told the angel he trusted to God's omnipotenoy 
and goctdness. But the angel (whom some will, donbtless, 
deem little better than a heretic for so doing), replied, 
that he went upon a needless errand, for he needed no 
confessor besides God himself ; but if he would have a 
witness of his conscience, be should choose Molua. Upon 
this he resumed his journey (or voyage) home, but 
scarcely had returned when straightway he bethinks him- 
self that his bell was in Britain, (how he came to leave 
it behind him is somewhat unaccountable, especially as 
he had already worked great miracles with it — see Col- 
gan, p. 210, ch. IS^unlesa it were to give occasion for 
the joyful and unexpected miracle which restored it!) 
for, lo ! no sooner had he need of it than he beheld the 
cymbal forthwith coming over the sea to meet him I 
"which he receiving so miraculously," says Father 
Colgan, " gave God thanks for it."* 

Such miracles or superstitions as these, collected 
among many others, in so grave a writer as Father 
Colgan, who obviously believed and intended his readers 
to credit every one of them,t will make more credible a 
story told by Bishop Jeremy Taylor, who was Bishop 
of Down and Connor in the year 1661, and whose name 
has several times been made honourable mention of, and 
sometimes by Roman Catholic writers, in your pages. 
See the 10th volume of his works, preface, p. cxxii. 
Ed. 1828. 

" I was lately," says the good bishop, " within 
a few months, very much troubled with petitions 
and earnest requests for the restoring a bell, which 
a person of quality had in his hands in the 
time of, and ever since the late rebellion. I could 
not guess at the reasons of their so great and vio- 
lent importunity, but told the petitioners, if they 
could prove that bell to be theirs, the gentleman was 
willing to pay the full value of it, though he had no 
obligation to do so, that I know of, but charity ; but 
this was so far from satisfying them, that still the im- 
portunity increased, wliich made me diligently to in- 
quire into the secret of it. The first cause I found was, 
that a dying person in the parish desired to have it 
rung before him to church, and pretended he could not 
die in peace if it were denied him ; and that the keep- 
ing of that bell did anciently belong to that family, 
from father to son; but because this seemed nothing but 
a fond and unreasonable superstition, I inquired 
further, and at last found, that the;/ believed this 
bell came from heaven, and that it used to be car- 
ried from place to place, and to end controversies on 
oath, which the worst man durst not violate if they 
swore upon that bell, and the best men amongst 
them durst not but believe him ; that if this bell was 
rung before the corpse to the grave it would help him 
out of purgatory ; and that, therefore, when any one died, 
the friends of the deceased, whilst the bell was in their 
possession, hired it for the behoof of their dead, and that, 
by this means, that family was in part maintained. I 
was troubled," adds the Bishop, "to see. under what 
spirit of delusion those poor souls do lie, how infinitely 
their credulity is abused, how certainly they believe in 
trifles, and perfectly rely on vanity, and how little they 
regard the truths of God, and how not at all they drink 
of the waters of salvation. For the numerous compa- 
nies of priests and friars amongst them take care they 
shall know nothing of religion but what they design for 

them I speak that which 1 know to 

be true by their own confession, and unconstrained and 

• Idem, p. 210. VltaMiidocI, c. 2D— " Qao««m die cumesset S. Moedoc 
jiixta mare, dixit fratrlbus suis. paenitet me quod non intcrrogaTerim, 
ma^istrum meum David, ut indicaret mibi, quis in Hiberaia esset 
pater cODfessarius meus ; et nolentes disclpaU ejus Ire cum eo, Tel 
narem ei prceparare, timeotes multuiu mare ; yir Dei ambulavit 
super mare, Toleus ita pertransire usque ad Brltanaiam ad magistrum 
suum David. Tunc Angelas venil ad euro, dlceos, maguam auda- 
clam feclstl. Respondit ei S. Moedoc dicens, pro audacia uon feci, 
sed pro Dei poteotia et benignitale. Dixit ei Angelus HOB est tibi 
necesse habere palrem alium confessarium prseter Deu.'n. Ipse enim 
scit purisslmam confessionem tuam, sed tamem si vis habere testem 
coDscieatiae tuae, habeto Moluam Hlium Coche patrem Confessariura 
tuum ad Deam. Tunc reversus est S. Moedi>c de marl ad Hiberniam 
el intravit portum in regione Una. Kinselach in oppido, quod dicitur 
Ardlathrum ; el cum ibi sedisset in loco, qui dicitur Acheil, cogitavit 
quod oblitus esset cymbalam suum In Britannia— Cumque nccesse 
illi esset, ul percuteret, cymbalum ipsum trans mare veaiens juxla 
se vidit prope in littore— tunc vir Dei accipiens eymbalum suum 
gratias Deo agit." 

T As Colgan's work is so scarce, and some of our educated readers 
may feel curious to see in his own words the various uses lo nhich 
bells were applied in his day, we ihlnX it may be acceptable to them 
to give the following passage in the oriijinat Latin. [ Ed. C. L. ] 

" Tintinnabuium, quo in variis utlbut. more sanctorum istiut pa- 
trite et sacuii utebatur, c. 12. 

" Frequenlissima mentio tintinnabulorum, cymbalorum, et campa. 
nularum in viLis Sanctorum gentis noslrae et Britannic^ : utebanlur 
Istis In primis pro sisrois officii divinl, tempore silentU pro discipuUs 
aliisve vocaudis : Item inter iavocaodum ouminis auxilium contra 
ecclesievel servorum Dei opprj-s^ores contemptores, veialiteraliquid 
contra immunttatem ecclesiasticana attentanles. Et quia tunc, dum 
pa\ssibaat\xt pturima Jiebant Mrr^cu^/i, in similium pnnilione, cape- 
runt postea esse in magna renfratione apud poputura, et pturima non 
solum eo&tra ecclesiasiicflB Immuoltatis violatores sed et in injirmi- 
talibu* curandis, in furtis et perjuriis dst-^gendis. atiaque omnis 
generis per ea Hebunt miracuta. Diebus nostris extileruut plurima 
alia in Hiberuia auro, argento et gerotnls tecta, qua magna exparCe 
ab h£ereticis, isti auro et argento iohiantibus, sunt destructa; partim 
tempore persecutionii custodieutlum tlmore in putaos et caveas con- 
jecta. vel alia negtigeuliit deperdita, ex aliqua etiam parte pia Catholic 
corumdevoaone preservata, in magna /tabentur devati-jne.—p. 149. 



uninvited narrati vet. .... and if thiabereligioii. 
it is snob a one m ought to be Te^oved by «ll the ttiw^ 
ritei of reason and retigian, lest the people perish, Mt^ 
their souls be cheaply given away to them that miiai 
merchandise of souls who were the purcha^ (nd prioe <^ 
Christ's blood." 

The following paragraph I think deserves to be added* 
and does honour to the heart, as well as the discernment 
of the good prelate— 

" Having given this sad account, why I did consent t<} 
be engaged in controversy, otherwise than I love to be : 
and since it is not a love of trouble and contention, but 
charity to the souls of the poor deluded Irish, there is 
nothing remaining but that we humbly desire pf God to 
accept and to bless this well-meant labour of love, ancl 
that, by some admirable ways of his Providence, he will 
be pleased to convey to them the notice of their daU'* 
ger and their sin, and to de-obstruct the passages of ne- 
cessary truth to them ; for we know the arts of ibeij; 
guides, and that it will be very hard that the notice <^ 
these things shall ever be sufi'ered to arrive to the com- 
mon people ; but that which hinders will hinder until it 
be taken away. However, we believe and hope in God 
for remedy, for, although the emissaries of Rome use all 
arts to keep the people from the use of the Scriptures, 
the wells of salvation, and from entertaining notice oC 
such things, which from the Scriptures we teach; 
yet, as God found out a remedy for the Israelites of old, 
when the Philistines would stop the patriarchs' wells, 
and the wicked shepherds of Midian would drive their 
neighbours' flocks from the watering troughs, so He will 
also for the poor, misled people of Ireland, and He will 
take away the evil minds, or the opportunities of the 
adversaries hindering the people from instruction, and 
make way, that the truths we have here taught may 
approach to their ears, and sink into their hearts, and 
make them wise unto salvation. Amen." 

That your ably and temperately conducted publication 
may be extensively useful in furthering the prayer of 
this eloquent and pious man. Bishop Jeremy 'Taylor, is 
the sincere wish of your constant reader, 

HlBEBttlCUS. 



ON IMAGE WORSHIP. 

25th March, 1853. 
Sir — I did not intend to have made any further remarks 
on the subject of my former letter, image worship and 
miracles, but Mr. Collelte's letter, in the March number 
of your journal, has induced me to recur to it again. 
My letter was a simple explanation of the relative respect 
which Catholics pay to images — similar, in fact, to the 
respect paid to the representations of those dear to us, 
and greater in proportion as those represented are more 
venerated, and that we are not called upon to believe in 
those miracles, which you seem to point out as essential 
to our faith. Mr. Colletto concludes his letter with 
this charitable remark — "1 am willing to believe that yotur 
correspondent, Sidrach, and many other of our Christian 
brethren, are Roman Catholics only from education, 
prejudice, and ignorance of the true Gospel of Jesus 
Christ ; did they know the doctrines and teaching of 
their Church, and what true Protestantism is, they 
would cease to be members of the Roman Catholic 
Church." 1 agree with Mr. Collette, that if the teach- 
ings of the Catholic Church are such as you and he describe 
them to be, the sooner we leave her the better; but, 
without meaning any disrespect, I cannot take you as 
exponents of our doctrines, and be assured that if they 
were so much opposed to Gospel truth and commoa 
sense, as you suppose them to be, the many learned 
men who are daily overcoming education and prejudice 
would not embrace them. I know as a Catholic what I 
am bound to believe, but you fall into a grave error in 
not distinguishing between articles of faith, in which 
all Catholics must believe, and scholastic opinions or 
private considerations of which every individual 
may judge for himself. The respect for images is 
no article of faith, but a pious practice, recom- 
mended by the Church, and we find that it prevailed 
from the earliest period. We learn from Tertullian 
that it was usual in his time to represent our Saviour ott 
the chalices as the good Shepherd (lib de Pudicitia'). 
Eusebius speaks of an image of our Saviour in brass, 
which hail been erected by the woman who was cured by 
the touch of his garment, and the historian Sozomen re- 
lates that the fragments of thiB*statue were collected by 
the Christians and placed in their Church. Eusebius and 
Chrysostom tell us that the figure of the cross was held 
in great veneration ; and even Martin Luther warmly de- 
fended our doctrine respecting crosses and images against 
Carlostadius. Dr. Hawarden teaches with Delphinus 
that if in any place thero is danger of real idolatry or su- 
perstition from pictures, tliej ought to be removed by the 
pastor, as St. Epiplianius destroyed a pious picture, and 
as Ezechias destroyed the brazen serpent ; and, as Dr. 
Milner says, if you should become a Catholic, as I pray 
to God you may, I shall never ask you if you have a pious 
picture or reUc, or so much as a crucifix in your posses- 
sion, neither will you be required to believe in wonder- 
working pictures and statues. You will ask me on what 
ground would I defend making pilgrimages to the wink- 
ing image at Rimini, or to the image in the Casa Santa, 
at Loretto. I do not believe in any power in those imagea. 



